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“...An important biological species -humankind-is
atrisk of disappearing due to the rapid and progressive
elimination of its natural habitat. We are becoming
aware of this problem when it is almost too late to

prevent it. If must be said that consumer societies are
chiefly responsible for this appalling environmental

destruction.
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“...All Progress in capitalist agriculture is a
progress in the art, not only of robbing the worker,
but of robbing the soil, all progress in increasing
fertility of the soil for a given time is a progress
towards ruining the more long lasting sources of
that fertility... capitalist production, therefore only
develops the techniques and degree of combination
of the social process of production by simultaneously
undermining the original sources of all wealth — the

soil and the worker.”
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“The refinement of needs and of the means of
fulfilling them gives rise to a bestial degeneration ...
Even the need for fresh air ceases to be a need for
the workers. Man reverts once more to living in a
cave is now polluted by the mephitic and pestilential
breath of civilization ...Light , air, etc. — the simplest
animal cleanliness ceases to be a need for man. Dirt-
this pollution and putrefaction of man, the sewage
(this word is to be understood in its literal sense) of

civilization — becomes an element of life for him.”
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“The balance of nature is not the same today as
in Pleistocene times, but it is still there : a complex,
precise and highly integrated system of relationships
between living things which cannot safely be ignored
any more than the law of gravity can be defined with
impunity by a [person] perched on the edge of a
cliff. The balance of nature is not a status quo; it is
fluid, ever shifting, in a constant state of adjustment.
[Humans], too [are] part of this balance.
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“Human beings and the natural world are on a
collision course Human activities inflict harsh and
often irreversible damage on the environment and on
critical resources. If not checked, many of our current
practices put at risk the future we wish for human
society and the plant and animal kingdom and may so
alter the living world that it will be unable to sustain
life in the manner that we know Fundamental changes
are urgent if we are to avoid the collision our present

course will bring.”
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We are faced with a stark choice : either reject
“the gods of profit” as holding out the solution
to our ecological problems, and look instead to a
more harmonious co-evolution of nature and human
society, as an essential element in building a more
just and egalitarian social order or face the nature
consequence on ecological and social crisis that will
rapidly spin out of control, with irreversible and
devastating consequence for human being and those
for other numerous other species with which we are

linked.”
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condition for the existence and reproduction of the

chain of human generations.”
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In these crisis [Periodic crisis of capitalism] a great
part not only of the existing products, but also of the
previously created productive forces, are periodically,

destroyed. In these crisis there breaks out an epidemic
that, in all earlier epochs, would have schemed an

absurdity — the epidemic of over production.
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But if a surplus labouring population is a necessary
>3 » product of accumulation or of the development of wealth



on a capitalist basis, this
surplus population become,
conversely, the lever of
capitalistic accumulation,
may, a condition of
existence of the capitalist
mode of  production.
If forms a disposable
industrial reserve army,
that belongs to capital quite
as absolutely as if the letter
had bred it at its own cost.
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The capitalist system presuposses the complete
separation of the labourer from all property in the
means by which they can realize their labour as
soon as Capitalist production is once on its leg it not

only maintains this separation but reproduces it on a
continually extending scale.
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The whole form of the movement of modern

industry depends, Therefore, upon the constant
transformation of a part of the labouring population

into unemployed and half-employed hands.
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