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‘According to the materialist conception of history,
the ultimately determining factor in history is the
production and reproduction of real life. Neither
Marx nor I have ever asserted more than this. Hence
if somebody twists this into saying that the economic
factor is the only determining one, he transforms that

proposition into a meaningless, abstract, absurd phrase.’
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‘For the victory of the social revolution, at least
two conditions are necessary: a high development
of productive forces and the preparedness of the
proletariat. But in 1871 neither of these conditions
was present. French capitalism was still only slightly
developed, and France was at that time mainly a country
of petty-bourgeoisie (artisans, peasants, shopkeepers,
etc.). On the other hand there was no workers’ party, the
working class, which in the mass was unprepared and
untrained, did not even clearly visualize its tasks and

the methods of fulfilling them. There were no serious
political organizations of the proletariat, no strong trade

unions and co-operative societies.™ |
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‘Structure and superstructure form a ‘historic block’.

That is to say the complex, contradictory and discordant
ensemble of the superstructures is the reflection of the

ensenble of the social relations of production.™ |
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‘The relationship between the intellectuals and
the world of production is not as direct as it is with
the fundamental social groups but is, varying degree,
‘mediated’ by the complex of superstructures, of which
the intellectuals are, precisely, the ‘functionaries’
. It should possible both to measure the degree of
‘organicism’ of the various intellectual stratas and their
degree of connection with a fundamental social group,
and to establish a gradation of their functions and of
the superstructurs from the bottom to the top (from
structural base upwards). What we can do, for amoment,
is to fix two major superstructural ‘levels’: the one
that can be called ‘civil society’, and that of ‘political
society’ or the state’. These two levels corresponds on
the one hand to the function of ‘hegemony’ with the
dominent group exercises throughout society and on the
other hand to that of ‘direct domination” or command
exercised through the state and ‘juridical’ government.
The function in question are precisely organizational
and connective.”™
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(Vincenzo Cuoco (October 1, 1770 — December 14,
1823) ‘Historical Essay on the Neapolitan Revolution
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